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11 around the Hill today, I heard a report that came out, and I want to make sure we can get it clarified here,
concerning USDAs posi-tion on whether the program would be mandatory, and it comes out - I guess you
testified before a House Ag Appropriations Com-mittee meeting this morning. What I am hearing is that you
said it would be up to industry on whether to make this program mandatory. You cited the possi-bility that a
large retailer like Wal-Mart might mandate animal identification. As all of the testimony that has been
submitted today indicates, an animal ID system is needed for health reasons, and also given that some of the
animal health issues concern dis-eases that can cross from animals to humans, obviously BSE, it is also a public
health concern also. Again, I wanted to give you a chance to clear this up - these are just reports that are
coming out - and clear up whether or not the determination of animal health and public health policy would be
leF to a few large private entities or how this is going to happen, and I just wanted to give you the opportunity
to clear up some of these rumors. There are reports that are going around. Mr. H. Sure, there is obviously a lot
of confusion in the way AWKS those questions were asked, maybe in the way the questions were answered on
my part...
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