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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.,From the INTRODUCTION. TO show the scope of this book, and what the
reader may expect to find novel in it, the shortest way will be to tell how it grew in the author s hands, and how
the discoveries which it contains came to be made one after another. Four years ago the late Mr. Samuel Butler
was good enough to give me a copy of his book on Shakespeare s Sonnets (1899), as he had given me other of
his writings which | prized. | read it, at first merely with the view of forming an opinion which | might express to
the author; but soon became interested, indeed fascinated, by the problem of the Sonnets, which | had paid no
attention to before, having been always too much repelled by the obscurity of the poems to read any but a few
of them. After reading Butler s twelve chapters, from which | gained for the first time a general view of the
several theories, including his own, | proceeded, according to his advice, to study the Sonnets themselves, using
the original text, which he had conveniently appended to his volume in a facsimile of the precious quarto of
1609. | came soon to agree with my guide that a story of some sort is staring us in the face ; but it was not long
before | saw that Butler s story of an unscrupulous young fellow named Hews or Hughes would never do, if only
for the reason that the youth addressed in the Sonnets was not a scamp, whatever else he was. On turning to
the essay of James Boaden (1832), | found...
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