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illustrated. 1826 Excerpt: . . . well, let that pass. I say, that the rector of my parish, whom, for the sake of
perspicuity, I shall call Travers, had a daughter. Oh such a daughter! When I came to reside at Claremont, slie
had barely completed her seventeenth year. Sir, you never beheld the picture of an angel so beautiful, you
never will behold a real angel (if there be such things), worthy to stand a comparison with her, and her mind,
and heart, and disposition; there exists not her fellow throughout the universe. I loved her madly; but my love
for her, like my love for every thing else, was purely selfish. Judging of her from the specimens of her sex which
had heretofore crossed me, I dreamed that it would be no tiillicult matter to obtain her on my own terms; so I
laboured assiduously, but with extreme caution, to accomplish her ruin. The young creature was absolutely too
pure to understand me. I gained her aEections, --how, I am sure that I cannot tell, --but upon her morals and
innate chastity I made no inroad; of course, I was too well versed in these matters to make my advances very
openly, and she was far too delicate in her ideas to detect any thing amiss in my proceedings. Not so her father.
The rector, though a scholar, was a man of the world, and readily saw into the motives which led me to pay
attention to his daughter. He...
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