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indexed. Not illustrated. 1881 Excerpt: .common neglect to perform it, and very often the service that can be
rendered in this way, accompanied by specific instructions in regard to future management in respect to
cleanliness, may prove of greater service to our patients than all the fillings we make for them. I have seen the
condition and appearance of some mouths totally changed--revolutioi ize as a consequence of such treatment
and instructions. The next important step, preliminary to operations of filling, is to make a very careful
examination of the mouth, going through it with floss-silk, mouth-glass and small excavators or exploring
instruments, tooth by tooth, till the condition of each one is ascertained as nearly as possible with reference to
decay, and a permanent record made in a book to be kept for the purpose. Similar signs can be used as in the
recording of operations. Doubtful places should be indicated and afterward separated one by one with rubber
or otherwise for perfect examination, and operation if found necessary. A comparison of such an examination
with the record book will at any time show what has been done and what remains to do. The advantages of
such an examination are very many. The most important, perhaps, is the opportunity it gives to plan the entire
series of operations and arrange the various items so as to be consistent with each other as well as suitable in
each instance. The saving of time in frequent re-examinations, and security from the liability...
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