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Thereof, According to the Word of God In submitting to the public a new edition of this excellent treatise on
Congregationalism, it seems necessary to say something of its learned author, of the circumstances in which it
originally appeared, and of the occasion for its republication. Our limits will not allow the insertion of an
extensive Biography, but only of a few of the prominent events in his history. We refer our readers, who desire a
more full account of him, to his life by Norton and Mather. John Cotton was born Dec. 4, 1585, in Derby in
England. At thirteen years of age, he entered college at Cambridge, where his distinguished scholarship secured
for him, soon aHer his graduation, the oIice of lecturer in the University. While he oIiciated in this capacity, the
Spirit of God subdued his pride, and brought his talents and acquisitions into the service of Christ and the
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