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marriage by persuading Grace to marry John Bennet, who was one of the key Methodist lay preachers, has
long fascinated historians, but most have tended to view John as the victim and been hugely critical of the
behaviour and actions of the others involved. Grace has been described as impetuous, imperious, and probably
a little unstable and as an uneducated, vain, fickle, selfish and presuming flirt, even though this does not tie in
with either John Wesley s or John Bennet s view of her. Bennet has been dismissed as a cheat and a
treacherous, unfriendly man , even though Charles Wesley, George Whitefield and other contemporaries
consistently praised his character. Charles has been accused of over-reacting to gossip and acting out of
personal reasons. It has been alleged, for example, that he wanted John to remain single so he could retain the
income his own wife required, and that both he and his wife were too snobbish to want to have Grace as their
sister-in-law. All these accusations have tended to obscure rather than clarify what really happened because
they either ignore or do not pay enough attention to the fact that John Wesley was just as much to blame for
what happened.Today, after decades of relative historical neglect, Grace Murray is beginning to receive more
recognition as a strong-willed, capable and dedicated woman worthy of a distinguished place in the annals of
early Methodism . What emerges from this study is a remarkable woman - a pioneer female class leader and
preacher, who, throughout her life, had to come to terms not only...
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